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With March winds in breeze, hundreds of Sloan Creek Middle School students and staff will board numerous buses, philanthropist attitudes in check, and leave for the Fourth Annual Outdoor Service Learning Project at Lake Lavon on March 12. Sloan Creek is located in Northeast Collin County in the exemplary-rated Lovejoy ISD.


In May of 2008, Governor Rick Perry awarded Lovejoy’s Second Annual Lake Lavon Project the 25th Annual Governor’s Volunteer Awards under the Community Connector category. The district plans to continue to reach out to the community with service learning each year for years to come.
Lake Lavon is the main source for the majority of the water in the Collin County area, and once a year, the Lovejoy ISD students take a day-long break from the classroom to ensure the community has a clean, safe water resource, and help make one of the community’s most popular lakes a pleasant and uncontaminated neighborhood staple. 

“This project involves all students, all faculty and staff, and over 100 parent and community volunteers. This is an annual activity that all participants look forward to every year,” said Project Coordinator, Lindsay Arnold.
The Lake Lavon Project originated back in 2006 to give students the opportunity to discover how easily they can help their local environment, providing the groundwork for students to grow into future leaders and always take the initiative to do what is right by helping others. The faculty even gives select students the chance to assist in the planning and decision making process of the project with the Lake Lavon Planning Committee, a group of 20 classmates who put in the extra effort to make sure the project runs smoothly and offers valuable learning experiences obtained outside of the classroom. 

“I think the committee is really fun because we get to be a part of making the decisions that will go on at Lake Lavon,” said eighth-grade committee member Mackenzie Hancock.
Each grade has a different activity planned to help the surrounding parks and lake areas that coincides with the curriculum they are learning in their classrooms.   The eighth graders will be building picnic tables, the seventh graders will be planting trees, and the sixth graders build bird houses. There will be different games and learning activities at various stations for each grade. 

To keep up with all the various activities going on, the Sloan Creek Middle 
School LeopardLife newspaper staff will be reporting on the events and will publish the  
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issue to the community. Students in media classes will also be documenting the day with video coverage. A school website on Lake Lavon can be reached at……… for more additional information.
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